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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 

A copy of each non-U.S. patent document is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR § 1.56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), 
before the mailing date of the first office action on the merits. 



CONCISE EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 

The documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 were cited as being relevant during 
the prosecution of the corresponding Japanese application. A partial English translation of 
the Japanese Office Action of December 20, 2005, follows: 

Claims: 1-15 
References: 1-3 
Remarks: 

Reference 1 discloses an oil supplying system comprising a means for 
outputting the guidance information according to the client's skill level (oil 
supplying skill level). Reference 2 teaches an apparatus, wherein the client's skill 
level (operation guidance level information) stored in an IC card is read; and the 
guidance information in accordance with said skill level is outputted. It is not 
difficult for a person skilled in the art to apply said configuration of Reference 2 
to the invention of Reference 1 so that the outputted guidance is determined in 
accordance with the client's skill level stored in an IC card. Furthermore, a 
person skilled in the art can appropriately adjust the configuration so that the 
above-mentioned client's skill level is determined based on a certain test results. 
(Creating and giving tests on a web site is known in the art as Reference 3 shows.) 

Therefore, the configuration of the subject application is merely a random 
combination of the inventions disclosed or suggested by the above-mentioned 
references and known technology, and hence lacks unobviousness. 

List of References 

1. JP 11-011269 

2. JP 2002-1 17197 

3. JP 08-161586 

Applicant's statements regarding the Japanese Office Action are based on a partial 
translation that Applicant's representative obtained. These statements should in no way be 
considered as an agreement by Applicant with, or an admission of, what is asserted in the 
Japanese Office Action. 

English abstracts are provided. Applicant respectfully requests that each listed 
document be considered by the Examiner and be made of record in the present application 
and that an initialed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 
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STATEMENT 



The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1) that each item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three (3) months prior to filing of this Statement. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1 .16-1 .17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date February 1. 2006 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 945-61 17 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Aaron C. Chatterjee 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 41,398 
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